Asetechs

Cobol Dead Code Cleaner

Product purpose

The Cobol Dead Code Cleaner is a facility aimed at mainframe Cobol applications facing Aging
symptoms. Such systems become significantly less easy and much more expensive to maintain.
The symptoms are evidenced from the Cobol Code Reviewer and/or Programming Department ex-
perience.

Product description

The Cobol Dead Code Cleaner automates the detection, localization and deletion of Dead Code for
Cobol with SQL (DB2) or CICS source code.
It is usually used as a "mass change" automaton. It analyzes and interprets the syntax, semantics,
control flow, and data flow of one or many programs, and produces one of the following results at
customer command:
1. the original Source Code has the "Dead Statements" commented and a configurable
mnemonic is written in column 1 to 6 for further review or "commenting out";
or
2. the original Source Code has the "Dead Statements" removed.

Features and benefits

The EXEC CICS are fully interpreted (HANDLE CONDITION instructions are supported)
The EXEC SQL are fully interpreted (WHENEVER SOL ERROR/NOT FOUND/WARNING statements are sup-

ported.).
» Benefit one - Cleaner Code.
Obsolete statements and the associated 'commented statements' can be removed,
making the code which remains, ie the "useful code", easier to read, to understand,
and to maintain!
» Benefit two - Source code simplified.
Under source code aging, the reduction in the number of statements has a significant
follow on effect - propagation of changes and testing will be simplified.
Requirements

Cobol Dead Code Cleaner is an MVS executable.
Also available on Linux and Windows.
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Example of Results Produced by the Cobol Dead Code Cleaner:
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» Step 1: the dead source code is Marked (see DEAD in columns 1-6 and **’ in column 7), ;:;ﬁ [.#
=1
» Step 2: the dead source code is Removed if required, and a report is generated. :'-’-r?vr i
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